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The 17" Indian Division was rai
on 01 Jul 1941 at Ahmednagar u
Major General HV Lewis and compri
44% 45" and 46" Indian Infar
Brigades. The first Division sign w
flash of lightning on a black backgro
In Dec 1941, Divisional Headqua
moved to Burma and was followed
46" Brigade, 44" and 45" Briga
having been diverted to Malaya. The 4
Brigade ceased to exist after Sitta
Bridge Battle in Feb 42 and when t
Division reached Imphal on 25 May,



the end of the first Burma campaign, it
comprised the 48" Gurkha Brigade
and 63™ Gurkha Brigade and was
commanded by Major General DT Cowan.

The bitter monsoon of 1942 very
nearly completed the annihilation of
Division but the indomitable spirit of
‘Punch’ Cowan breathed new life into the
near corpse. The Division was re-born
and the symbol of its re-birth was a new
Division sign. Itis said that ‘Punch’ called
for suggestions for the new Division sign
and there were many head-scratchings
and much reference to the only light
literature the Division then possessed,
an old illustrated catalogué from a

famous Calcutta store. It was from this

that the sign was chosen-a picture of a
soft toy, a Black Cat.

The 17 Inf Div was disbanded
in 1946. In Nov 1960, 17 Inf Div
was again raised at Ambala. It took
part in Liberation of Goa in Dec 1961
with attached troops wunder

Maj Gen KP Candeth. Portuguese
Governor, Manuel Anonel Anonia
Vassalo De Silva signed the surrender
document on Dec 19" and the
Portuguese garrision laid down their
arms.

In the congratulatory message the
then Prime Minister Pandit Jawahar Lal
Nehru sent to Maj Gen Candeth had to
say this “you and the officers and men
serving under you in Goa Operation
have my warm congratulations in the
splendid way all of you carried out the
task allotted to you with efficiency,
courtesy and hurmanity, Jai Hind".

Black Cat Division is organizing
Philatelic Exhibition on 15-16 Jan 2005.
The Army Postal Service
commemorates the occasion by issuing
a special cover, special cancellation and
this brochure.
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